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]The Center for the Study of International Communications

Le Centre pour les Etudes de Communications Internationales CECI
CECI is a nonprofit organization established in 1998 to provide financial support for the education 
of outstanding students from the developing world as they pursue their studies in journalism and 
communications. Since its inception, CECI has provided scholarship support for more than 50 students 
of limited financial resources, accepting three to five students each year. Each selection is made after 
a vigorous review process, conducted in conjunction with The American University of Paris: seeking 
students with outstanding potential as leaders in the media and communications field when they 
return to their home regions. Most of our scholarship students return to leadership roles in countries 
where the media faces special challenges and opportunities. We strongly believe that support for such 
students is an important investment in our global future. Exposing young people of high potential 
but limited financial resources to the international media scene is at the core of The Center’s mission. 
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GRoW Annenberg 
Scholarship 
for  International     
Communications

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Annenberg Weingarten 
have supported CECI over the years and through 
the philanthropic initiative GRoW @ Annenberg 
fund the GRoW Annenberg Scholarship for 
International Communications. This scholarship 
enables students from developing countries to 
study journalism at the American University 
of Paris. In addition to attending courses, 
each student meets personally with leaders in 
the fields of media and international affairs.

Patricia Sugi meets with Berna Huebner  
       and Nolwazi Mjwara. Patricia has been 
            instrumental in leading young 
                    women journalists in Rwanda. 



Maia Sasania, Georgia [2011-2016]

Mark Chakanetsa, Zimbabwe [2006-2010] 

Narmin Elfurjani, Libya [2018-2019]

Nolwazi Mjwara, South Africa [2015-2018]

Othmane Mechatte, Morocco [2013-2014]

Pamela Otali, Uganda [2014-2015]

Patricia Sugi, Rwanda [2009-2011] 

Reem Abdul-Hamid, Palestine [2007-2008] 

Sarah Kimani, Kenya [2005] 

Simon Musasizi, Uganda [2017-2019]

Tania de Villiers, South Africa [2004-2005]

Tendayi Olga Chirawu,            [2010-2012]

Tijana Maneva, Macedonia [2007-2010] 

Walter Reigu, Kenya [2008] 

Wanja Laiboni, Kenya [2003-2007] 

Washington Akumu, Kenya [2005] 

Ahmed Ben Abdallah, Tunisia [2011-2012]

Asenath Okoth, Kenya [2006] 

Boris Manev, Macedonia [2004-2008]

Cansu Gurkaya, Turkey [2014-2016]

Chigbamume Njokanma, Nigeria [2007-2009] 

Christoph Essikpe, Ghana [2009]

Deborah First-Quao, Ghana [2010-2013]

Desislava Yakova, Bulgaria [2004-2008] 

Diana Kasyoka, Kenya [2006] 

Gulfem Demiray, Turkey [2011-2014]

Inas Hakki, Syria [2016-2018]

Irine Khundadze, Georgia [2015-2019]

Iyamperumal Mannankatti, India [2008-2011] 

Julien El-Hajj, Lebanon [2016-2017]

Kamini Menon, India [2009-2010] 

Lamis Aljasem, Syria [2014-2016]

Maha Assabalani,        [2012-2014]

RECIPIENTS

Namibia 
Zimbabwe
Zambia

Syria
Yemen



I can’t tell you how 
beneficial attending 
AUP has been in my 
life so far. It’s the gift 
that keeps giving.       

“ “
   - Wanja Laiboni. 
Building on the gaps 
she saw through work in 
international development 
and humanitarian 
assistance, Wanja is now an 
entrepreneur harnessing 
Africa’s heritage as 
inspiration for high-value 
products while creating  
impact throughout the 
country’s value chain. 

Kamini Menon will 
be working with a 
foundation in East 
Africa that aspires 
to improve the 
livelihoods of
smallholder farmers 
across the continent 
by empowering them 
to be self-sufficient 
businessmen and 
women.

I learned not just the 
skills of my trade but 
how to think critically 
and independently; 
how to express myself 
creatively; and most 
importantly, how I 
could use what I gained 
[at AUP] to contribute 
to the people and 
organisations I went on 
to work with – people 
and organisations that 
shared the aspirations 
of a better world.     

“

“

CECI is a beautiful 
organisation founded 
by people with great 
intentions who are 
always eager to work 
for the development of 
cultural communication 
and thus peace and 
tolerance. CECI 
allowed me to make life 
changing discoveries 
and progress and I 
will forever be grateful 
towards the organisation 
and its architects and 
promoters.

Othmane  
Mechatte“

“

Lamis Aljasem speaks to a group of CECI students, May 2018.

Alumni Voices



Flora Lewis
Scholarship
This International Journalism Scholarship 
was established in memory of Flora Lewis, one 
of the foremost foreign affairs commentators.
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S Chanaye Lewis, U.S. [2013-2015]

Dimitrina Todorova, Bulgaria [2007-2008] 

Kim Chakanetsa, Zimbabwe [2000-2005]

Othmane  
Mechatte



Art Buchwald
Scholarship

This International Journalism 
Scholarship was established in 
memory of the internationally 
renowned journalistic humorist, 
Art Buchwald.

Sonia Terrab, Morocco [2009-2011] 

Vesna Nikodinska, Macedonia [2007-2008]

RECIPIENTS

[It’s] an experience I 
would recommend to every 
young person: Studying in 
a foreign city, in another 
country, in a community 
like AUP where you meet 
people from all over the 
world, from many different 
cultures. This is something 
that not only helps you 
gain knowledge and grow 
professionally, but you gain 
a life experience. It widens 
up your perspectives of 
thinking and working.      

“

Vesna Nikodinska works for 
the Macedonian Institute for 
Media, an NGO committed to 
professionalization of media 
and education of journalists.

“
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Amrak Kang Chan [2006-2007] 

Jeudi Sem [2007-2008]

Ni You [2005-2006]

Roth Meas [2008-2009]

Samnnang Nov Mean [1999-2000]

Samsorn Thida [1999-2000]

Sen Try [2001-2002]

Kimseng Men [1997-1998]

Sok Prum [2004-2005]

Soleil Chantara Mom [2003-2004]

Sovirak Chea [1998-1999]

Thavrith Touch [2000-2001]

Toeur Sim Sok [1998-1999]

Vannak Chun [1997-1999]
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Other international scholarships have included a special program started by 
Mary and Paul Slawson, which allows for Cambodian journalism students to 
study for one year at The American University of Paris.

Cambodian
Scholarship



International
Media Seminars

For many years, this seminar program has welcomed U.S. university students  
and their professors to Paris for intensive week-long exposures to the global  
media scene, effectively providing an in-depth international experience  
without the commitments involved in full semester or year-abroad programs.

Seminar students from The George 
Washington University, 2019. 



Throughout the week, the International 
Media Seminar features 20 hours of 
seminars, conferences, discussions, 
and tours. Speakers include a variety of 
global senior communication leaders 
representing the worlds of newspapers, 
magazines, television, marketing, 
academia, and government.

Participants have enjoyed private 
briefings at government offices and 
the U.S. Embassy, as well as special 
tours of media headquarters including 
France’s largest television channel 
(TF1), Radio France, Le Monde, and 
the New York Times International.

Professor Madeline Czigler, 
a journalist and TV producer 

specializing in culture and fashion.

Left to Right: Nolwazi Mjwara and translator and former Paris Bureau Chief of 
People, Cathy Nolan, lead a tour of UNESCO; NYT Iraq bureau chief, Alissa Rubin, 
speaking to students; a discussion with novelist and critic, Diane Johnson. 



*With many thanks to The Charles and Marjorie 
Holloway Foundation Scholarship for supporting 
Lamis Aljasem and Narmin Elfurjani 

Professor Lee Huebner, Nolwazi Mjwara, Lamis Aljasem*, Julien El-Hajj, Berna Huebner, and  
Professor Waddick Doyle, 2016.  



The Center is governed by a Board of Directors and an Advisory Committee. It is chaired by Lee W. 
Huebner, Professor of Media and Public Affairs at The George Washington University, former Professor 
at Northwestern University, former publisher of the International Herald Tribune, and former president 
of The American University of Paris. 

Board of Directors
  Lee Huebner, Chairman  
  Nancy Merritt Asthalter
  Jim Bittermann
  Constance Borde
  Waddick Doyle
  Gil Donaldson
  Judy Graves
  Elizabeth Hochman Schwartz
  Berna Huebner
  Charley Huebner
  Mary Slawson
  Paul Slawson

Advisory Committee*  
&  Award Recipients
  Michael Elias
  Jules Feiffer
  Diane Johnson
  Richard Reeves
  Chad Stebbins
    *The Late Art Buchwald, 
      Flora Lewis, and  
      Pat Thompson 
      were also members.

Centre pour les Etudes de Communication Internationale
The American University of Paris

International Communications Department

Tel: (33-1) 45.00.42.83
Fax: (33-1) 40.67.98.78

www.pariscenter.org




